Volume 92 June 1 999 she offers a clear account of the diagnostic value of psychotic painting, emphasizing the characteristics of the major functional psychoses. In the schizophrenias she highlights the frequency of stereotopies, symbolism and perseveration and the inaccuracy, or lack, of perspective. Commonly the works display bizarre distortions of reality reminiscent of the paintings by children or primitive peoples. By contrast, in manic painting the predominant features are, first, flight of ideas resulting in a superficiality of the content of the picture, and, secondly, the use of garish contrasting colours producing a shocking lack of harmony.
The patient in point is a talented schizophrenic youth who, in the longitudinal course of fourteen paintings, reflects the disintegration and reintegration of the phases of his psychosis.
What Professor Jakab has not dealt with, except tangentially, is progress with art therapy. Perhaps we in Britain have (or had) the edge on our American cousins: an art therapy department was central to the therapeutic programmes of all progressive mental hospitals-until the politicians put paid to it and them. Beaumont, who had learned medicine through an apprenticeship and lacked formal training, made an extraordinary contribution to gastric physiology. His classic work Experiments and Observations on the gastric juice and the Physiology of Digestion, was published at his own expense in 1833.
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